Radiofrequency ablation in metastatic disease.
The liver is the most common site of metastas from colorectal cancer. Hepatic metastases are the major cause of morbidity and mortality in those patients. Surgical resection provides the greatest potential for cure in patients with secondary liver tumors but can be offered to only a small number of patients (5%-20%). In selected patients image-guided radiofrequency ablation (RFA) takes over the role as curative treatment option, especially in patients who are technically not eligible for surgery. Technical aspects, criteria for patient selection, aspects concerning follow-up imaging and results of percutaneous radiofrequency ablation in liver metastases from colorectal cancer are discussed.